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understand it, defective from the standpoint of
happiness.

The Faubourg Saint-Germain, fixed in a con-
ventional mould, has a fully established physiog-
nomy. Yet its vices and its charms appeal
differently to the taste of men. Some of our writ-
ers, to form a portion of it, have sacrificed their
independence and their originality, while many
others would not give up a single line of their
works to enter its precincts.

How profound is this thought of Emerson:
Man is a monarch, who abdicates when he goes
into the world!

"The sole value of life," Renan tells us, "is
through devotion to truth and goodness. This
principle, though fatal to worldly success, never-
theless is fruitful of happiness! The purpose of a
noble life should be an ideal and disinterested
pursuit!"

Augustin Thierry, blind and ill, is enraptured
by the delights obtained through his devotion to
science, which yields more than fortune and all
material pleasures.

In his touching exhortation to Brother Leo,
Saint Francis of Assisi tells us that even if our
brother throws us on the ground, rolls us in the
snow, makes us feel, while beating us, every knot